2007 IHE-C Connectathon Communication

Meeting Minutes 
Time: Oct. 25, 2007
Venue: Chengdu, Sichuan Province

Hosted by: IHE-C Initiating Associations, which are CSR (Chinese Society of Radiology), CSBE (Chinese Society of Biomedical Engineering), CHA (Chinese Hospital Association), CAMDI (China Association for Medical Devices Industry), CAME (China Association of Medical Equipment) and CNIS (China National Institute of Standardization)

Sponsored by: Global R&D Center, Carestream Health
Topic: 

· 2008 IHE-C Connectathon Communication

· IHE-C Development 

· Standardization construction for China medical informationization
Attendees:

Experts and Guests
· Dr. Jianping Dai, Chairman of IHE-C  (express his best wishes and expectation via Dr. Zhang), (Chinese Society of Radiology, Chinese Hospital Association, China Association of Medical Equipment)
· Prof. Guozhong Yang, Member of IHE-C Steering Committee (Chinese Society of Biomedical Engineering)

· M.D. Feng Jiang, Member of IHE-C Steering Committee (China Association for Medical Devices Industry)
· Dr. Ren Guanhua (On behalf of Director Liu Bisong, Member of IHE-C Steering Committee, China National Institute of Standardization)
· Dr. Jiwu Zhang, Executive Secretary-General of IHE-C Chinese Society of Biomedical Engineering)
· Prof. Jianning Song (Acoustic Institute of Chinese Academy of Science)
· Prof. Quanlu Zheng (Chinese Society of Biomedical Engineering)
· Ms. Hanshen Pu (Chinese Society of Biomedical Engineering)
Delegates:

· Agfa(Wuxi) Imaging Co., Ltd. Shanghai Branch
· Teknova Medical Systems Limited
· Beijing W -andong Medical Equipment Co., Ltd
· Beijing Cretion Technology Co., Ltd. Chengdu Branch
· Neusoft Medical System Co., Ltd.
· Philips (China) Investment Co., Ltd.
· Fujifilm Medical Systems (Shanghai) Co.,Ltd
· Medavis Information Technology (Shanghai) Co., Ltd.
· Nantong Kangshen Medical Equipment Co., Ltd. 
· Carestream Health, Inc.
· Shanghai Simed Tech Co., Ltd.
· Shenzhen Anke High-tech Co., Ltd.
· Shenzhen Landwind Industry Co., Ltd.
· Sinnowa Medical Science &Technology Co., Ltd.
· MicroPort Medical (Shanghai) Co., Ltd.
· Xi’an Huahai Medical Info-tech Co., Ltd.
· Siemens (China) Co., Ltd 
· Xin Ao MDT Technology Co., Ltd.
· New Medical Co., Ltd.
· Zhuhai Hokai Group Holding Co., Ltd.
（Arranged according to the order of the first letter）

Meeting Minutes

Chaired by: Ms. Hanshen Pu  from CSBE

Experts and Guests
· Dr. Jianping Dai didn’t attend the conference because of conflicts. He conveyed his best wishes and expectations to this communication through Dr. jiwu Zhang. He said IHE-C intends to establish a national-wide platform for all institutes and people that have interests in IHE. Three principles that IHE-C will be strictly followed, namely, be pragmatic, open and utility-oriented.  
· Prof. Guozhong Yang affirmed IHE-C activities and expressed the full support on behalf of Chinese Society of Biomedical Engineering.
· Dr. Feng Jiang spared his valuable time to attend this communication and expressed his congratulations and supports. He thought that it was an important trend to make hospital management informationazied and share the medical resources with other medical organizations. IHE-C is very useful and meets the needs of medical industry. We should promote and develop IHE-C in a practical way based on Chinese conditions. Finally he said that CAMDI (China Association for Medical Devices Industry) would continue to support and participate in IHE-C. 
· Dr. Ren affirmed the important role that IHE-C would play in China’s medical reform and the building of national regional medical cooperation platform. He said IHE would be the next direction that CNIS (China National Institute of Standardization) would focus on. He also expressed the full support on behalf of CNIS.
· Prof. Quanlu Zheng has also fully affirmed the importance of IHE-C. He took Neusoft as an example to illustrate his opinions. Neusoft has undertaken the remote medical support system for 2008 Beijing Olympics and found that there were problems in the interface collection among different systems provided by different manufacturers. While, IHE may provide a practical resolution for both users and providers. Secondly, he thought we need immediate actions. We should be actively involved in International IHE events. Finally he said that Neusoft would take active part in IHE-C and wished IHE-C a practical, useful activity for all participants.    
Prof. Jianning Song made a speech titled with “How to Understand IHE”. He put forwards a Chinese translation of IHE, “一体化数字医疗环境”. He held that digitalization didn’t equal to informationization, which was open, information-sharing and interactive in nature. When constructing informationized medical environment, we should not emphasize too much on the integration of the customized PACS/RIS/HIS, but use IHE.

Dr. Jiwu Zhang briefly introduced IHE-C, its previous activities, the IHE Connectathon and the preliminary preparation and basic requirements of IHE Connectathon. Six state-level associations or societies initiate IHE-C. He took IHE-J as an example to introduce the preliminary preparation and basic requirements of IHE-C Connectathon. 

The participants raised questions based on Prof. Jianning Song and Dr. Jiwu Zhang and had a warm discussion about how to promote IHE activities in China and how to carry out the IHE Connectathon. The points of discussion are listed as follow:
1. China should take an actively role in International Standard constitution, which is one of the missions that medical-related people strive for. IHE is a very good breakthrough point. 

2. China may try to put up profiles with Chinese characteristics. Although it is unavoidable to do some repeated works, IHE-C is a process of learning. We must innovate and make it of an influential activity and help the medical industry step on a big stair. 

3. Plan to hold IHE-C Connectathon next year and implement typical profiles in this first step.

4. Chinese elements should be added to IHE, such as document localization, workflows fitting Chinese practice, and so on. In radiological field. We may create the workflows with Chinese characteristics based on international standards. 

5. The regional medical cooperation development is one focus of medical reform. IHE-C may work as a bridge between hospitals and governments of all levels so as to realize sharing of medical information. In addition, IHE-C may invite IT infrastructure companies to join in.

6. The results of IHE-C Connectathon should have a high credibility and be regarded as a kind of proof when hospitals invite a bid.
7. Balance other domestic IHE-C resource.

8. IHE-C may invite more HIS developers to participate in the activity. The current status is that the workflows of PACS and RIS in one hospital have few problems to be integrated, because in most cases they are from the same developer. The common problem lies in interfaces to HIS, which all need to be solved by the customization.  
9. The non-standardization of HIS interface protects some domestic PACS/RIS developers so that they can occupy a big portion of market’s share in China. Meanwhile, the domestic developers also pay attention to the interface standardization of PACS/RIS so as to open the overseas market.
10. We should strengthen the collaboration and communication among HL-7 China、DICOM China and IHE－C. Meanwhile, we suggested that IHE-C take into consideration the existed industrial standards, such as PACS minimum set, quality control standards, etc. 
11. Groups or individuals who intends to join IHE-C may contact either of six associations for membership and detailed information. 

The Communication proceeds in a warm and cordial atmosphere and has achieved substantial results. 
IHE-C official website:  www.ihe-c.org 
If any query, you may send mail to contact@ihe-c.org  
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